








encouraged to fill it out to provide the project team with their input. Giving one
choice card per attendee was intended to assure each participant an equal voice.

In reference to not counting the submissions to which you are referring (per being
advised by a representative of NLCOG), please note that we are not disregarding
these. Since these write-in ballots that are referenced are primarily signatures on
opposition flyers, not choice cards or written comments that require responses,
the total number received will be reported in the draft Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS). The representative from NLCOG was attempting to explain that
the signed flyers were not choice cards and while they will be included as part of
the outreach effort, they would not be tallied in the choice card total.

In reference to the second part of Complaint 3, all choice cards with the words
“No Build” circled are a preference for not building the project. As stated on the
Frequently Asked Question handout, the project team will use the response from
the first question to gauge the overall public support and opposition to the project
provided by the meeting attendees. The draft EIS for this project will contain both
a preferred build alternative along with the no-build alternative. The responses to
the second question on the choice card will assist the project team in determining
which alignment the public most supports as the preferred build alternative. If you
prefer the no-build alternative, the second question on the choice card allowed
you to voice which build alternative you would prefer, in the event the FHWA
selects the build option. Not providing a build alternative preference would not
give the public an opportunity to have their opinions heard should the project
reach that stage.

Regarding the flyer that was attached to your letter, the Loop It option utilizing Louisiana
Highway 3132 and Interstate 220 is actually the designated No Build Alternative. This
No-Build Alternative will be presented along with the Preferred Build Alternative in the
project EIS documentation.

We thank you for your comments in regards to the second round of Community Input
Meetings and hope you feel your complaints have been addressed in the responses
provided. We look forward to your continued participation in this process.

Sincerely,
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Kent Rogers
Executive Director

Cc: per attached
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Ray LaHood, US Transportation Secretary
US Depariment of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Victor Mendez, FHWA Administrator
Southeast Federal Center Building
Room E85-336
1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E
Washington, DG 20590-9898

Sherri LeBas, Louisiana DOT Secratary
1201 Capitol Access Road
PO Box 94245
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-924

Lisa Jackson, US EPA Administrator
USEPA Headgquarters
Ariel Rios Bullding
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W,
Mail Code; 1101A
Washington, DC 20460

Ron Curry, US EPA Region 6 Administrator
Environmenal Protection Agency
Fountain Place 12th Floor, Suite 1200
1445 Ross Avenue
Dallas, TX 75202-2133

Senator Mary Landrieu
431 Dirksen
Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Senator Daviq Vitter
516 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Congressman John Fleming
416 Cannon HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515

Congressman Rocney Alexander
316 Cannon House Office Buiding
Washington, D.C. 20515

Billy Pesnall, Attorney
400 Travis Street, Suite 1100
Shreveport, Loisiana 71101
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orthwest Louisiana Council of Governments

February 20, 2013

Honorable Senator Gregory W. Tarver
District 39

Louisiana State Senate

1024 Pierre Avenue

Shreveport, Louisiana 71103

Ref:  Response to Your Letter Regarding the 1-49 Inner City Connector Community Input Meetings
Stage 1 Environmental Impact Statement (State Project No. H.003915)

Honorable Senator Tarver,

The Northwest Louisiana Council of Governments (NLCOG) is in receipt of your letter dated January 10,
2013. We appreciate your input on this project and are in the process of contacting Representative
Burrell’s office and your office to schedule a meeting.

We delayed in scheduling the meeting in order to obtain input from the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) and the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) relative to the
disruption of the meetings and appropriate action that may be taken to avoid future disruptions. We
have met with both agencies and have some concepts and suggestions to discuss with yourself and
Representative Burrell.

Please be advised that Mr. Perry Franklin of Franklin Associates will be reaching out to you to get the
requested meeting scheduled. Please also keep in mind that if we schedule the meeting in Baton Rouge,
we are more likely to be able to get FHWA and DOTD to attend. Both agencies have tremendous
insight into these processes, but are presently under travel restrictions and will be unlikely to attend a
meeting in Shreveport.

We again thank you for your participation and look forward to meeting with you soon.
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Executive Director

Cc: Representative Roy Burrell
Perry Franklin, Franklin Associates
Robert Mahoney, FHWA
Ms. Joyce Barkley-Hahn, DOTD



